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served by a close French alliance, and he had had
his way.    Henry himself was but the vainglorious
figure   in   the   international   pageant;   the  motive
power   was   the   Cardinal.      But   a   greater   than
Wolsey, Charles of Austria and Spain? though he
was  as yet only a lad of nineteen, had appeared
upon the scene,  and soon was to make his power
felt throughout the world.    Wolsey's close   union
with France and the marriage of the Princess Mary
with   the  Dauphin   had   been   meant   as  a  blow
to  Spain,   to  lead  if possible  to the  election  of
Henry  to   the   imperial   crown,   in   succession   to
Maximilian, instead of the latter's grandson Charles.
If the   King  of   England   were   made   Emperor,
the way of the   Cardinal  of York, to  the  throne
of St.   Peter  was clear.    Henry was  flattered at
the  idea,   and   was  ready  to  follow  his  minister
anywhere   to   gain   such   a   showy   prize.      But
quite early in  the struggle it was  seen that  the
unpopular    French    alliance   which    had   already
cost   England   the surrender  of  the   King's  con-
quests  in  the war was powerless to bring about
the    result   desired.      Francis   I.,   as   vain   and
turbulent as  Henry, and perhaps more able,  was
bidding high for the Empire himself.    His success
in the election would have been disastrous both to
Spain and  England, and yet the French alliance
was too dear to Wolsey to be easily relinquished,
and  Francis was assured that all the interest  of
his dear brother of England should be cast in his
favour, whilst,   with much more truth, the Spanish
candidate   was   plied   with   good   wishes   for   his
success,   and  underhand  attempts  were  made  at
the same time to gain the electors for the King
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